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Welcome…

…… to the March 2026 newsletter. This month’s focus was 

Construction and we welcomed Mark Groombridge and his 

team from Balfour Beatty VINCI. Mark, Natalie, Charlotte and 

Connie presented an overview of the HS2 route in the 

Midlands – known as IPT Area North, demonstrating the health 

and safety challenges and their work in bringing on new health 

and safety talent.

Peter Walker, Head of Strategic Infrastructure Projects at 

BHSEA Member Canal and River Trust talked about the Trust’s 

role and challenges working alongside the likes of Balfour 

Beatty VINCI on the HS2 project, in addition to giving an 

insight into the new Grand Union Canal Transfer Project.

Clark Hunter

BHSEA Construction Committee Chair



Airband Community Internet

March Member of the Month

We’re excited to announce our Member of 

the Month for March 2026, Pete Sutton of 

Airband Community Internet. 

Established 15 years ago, Airband 

Community Internet  provide fibre and 

industry leading wireless internet access to 

rural and remote locations in the West of 

England and Wales.

Pete has been a member for 4 years and was 

attracted to BHSEA because of the 

opportunities to network, and transfer 

knowledge, as well as access to industry 

leading professionals, training and meetings.



HS2 - Inspiring The Future
Mark Groombridge

PRESENTATION

https://www.bhsea.org.uk/login


Members Corner

High Speed 2, Grand Union 

Canal Transfer & AINA
Peter Walker

PRESENTATION

https://www.bhsea.org.uk/login


Member updates
New Members

Six new Student Members 

Ryan Brittain – Cardinus Management

Jeremy Warman – Miller Knight

Samantha Tomkins - Accura

Member Commentary

Contractor Management where the margin 

for error is zero 

BHSEA Member Hugh Maxwell shares how 

you can maximise contractor management 

when the margin of error is zero in safety-

critical scenarios.

Read here

Croner Webinar

18th March at 1pm

Ian Cooke

Managing business disruption: 

Strategies for organisations and people 

Click here to register

Safety & Health Expo

BHSEA Stand 3/J91

BHSEA is exhibiting at the Safety and 

Health Expo at the NEC Birmingham 

between the 28th to 30th April.

Can you spare an hour to help out on 

the stand.? 

Email secretary@bhsea.org.uk 

https://www.enews.varnmedia.co.uk/t/r-l-tkhkjiud-ozdrdkjly-y/
https://pages.croner.co.uk/WEB-18-03-26_4718_Registration-SGU.html
mailto:secretary@bhsea.org.uk


HSE Updates
Vehicle and transport safety at work

Being struck by a vehicle is still one of the main causes of fatal and 

major injuries in the workplace.

The figures for 2024 to 2025 show that 14 workers were killed that 

year when struck by a moving vehicle.

The workplace transport section of the website has a range of 

guidance, advice and other resources to help reduce the risks and 

keep workers safe. This includes:

• vehicle safety

• site safety

• lift trucks

You can also download relevant publications from the HSE 

website, including:

workplace transport safety - an employer's guide

workplace transport safety - an overview

Help shape the future of building safety

HSE is carrying out research to measure the new regime’s impact 

on industry standards and building quality.  

Your professional experiences can help inform future policy, 

statutory reviews and operational planning. Current research 

opportunities are:

• regulation of the building control profession -share how BSR 

regulations are affecting professional practice, competence 

and service delivery 

• building control “gateways” and HRB design and construction 

- provide feedback on how the "gateway" system impacts 

high-rise residential projects and building quality 

• HRB design and construction longitudinal case studies -

participate in online sessions throughout 2026/27 to offer in-

depth perspectives on the gateway process. Email to register 

an interest

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.hse.gov.uk%2Fstatistics%2Ffatals-overview.htm%3Futm_source=govdelivery%26utm_medium=email%26utm_campaign=guidance-push%26utm_term=transport-1%26utm_content=digest-26-feb-26/1/0100019c99a1030a-c1c6f72f-1ccd-4e63-a241-dbf303c2ac89-000000/UXDByeQebt_aW_QjtIak1q4lmkTLqw-02hP6ouggWrQ=446
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.hse.gov.uk%2Fworkplacetransport%2F%3Futm_source=govdelivery%26utm_medium=email%26utm_campaign=guidance-push%26utm_term=transport-2%26utm_content=digest-26-feb-26/1/0100019c99a1030a-c1c6f72f-1ccd-4e63-a241-dbf303c2ac89-000000/WH5pP59VnD-jmnbJulf7_ERaXFA-Epn0RACsdlAI3YE=446
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.hse.gov.uk%2Fpubns%2Fbooks%2Fhsg136.htm%3Futm_source=govdelivery%26utm_medium=email%26utm_campaign=guidance-push%26utm_term=transport-3%26utm_content=digest-26-feb-26/1/0100019c99a1030a-c1c6f72f-1ccd-4e63-a241-dbf303c2ac89-000000/fTlEL1GUNYBLB8FrE3KlF3sJOypTNsEwZIRjaCoB8Dc=446
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.hse.gov.uk%2Fpubns%2Fbooks%2Fhsg136.htm%3Futm_source=govdelivery%26utm_medium=email%26utm_campaign=guidance-push%26utm_term=transport-3%26utm_content=digest-26-feb-26/1/0100019c99a1030a-c1c6f72f-1ccd-4e63-a241-dbf303c2ac89-000000/fTlEL1GUNYBLB8FrE3KlF3sJOypTNsEwZIRjaCoB8Dc=446
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.hse.gov.uk%2Fpubns%2Fbooks%2Fhsg136.htm%3Futm_source=govdelivery%26utm_medium=email%26utm_campaign=guidance-push%26utm_term=transport-3%26utm_content=digest-26-feb-26/1/0100019c99a1030a-c1c6f72f-1ccd-4e63-a241-dbf303c2ac89-000000/fTlEL1GUNYBLB8FrE3KlF3sJOypTNsEwZIRjaCoB8Dc=446
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.hse.gov.uk%2Fpubns%2Findg199.htm%3Futm_source=govdelivery%26utm_medium=email%26utm_campaign=guidance-push%26utm_term=transport-4%26utm_content=digest-26-feb-26/1/0100019c99a1030a-c1c6f72f-1ccd-4e63-a241-dbf303c2ac89-000000/PHrNMZwAG2BD1zkIVyfJbDvfnZ-FCy1P3AWoeBbzHkI=446
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.hse.gov.uk%2Fpubns%2Findg199.htm%3Futm_source=govdelivery%26utm_medium=email%26utm_campaign=guidance-push%26utm_term=transport-4%26utm_content=digest-26-feb-26/1/0100019c99a1030a-c1c6f72f-1ccd-4e63-a241-dbf303c2ac89-000000/PHrNMZwAG2BD1zkIVyfJbDvfnZ-FCy1P3AWoeBbzHkI=446
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.hse.gov.uk%2Fpubns%2Findg199.htm%3Futm_source=govdelivery%26utm_medium=email%26utm_campaign=guidance-push%26utm_term=transport-4%26utm_content=digest-26-feb-26/1/0100019c99a1030a-c1c6f72f-1ccd-4e63-a241-dbf303c2ac89-000000/PHrNMZwAG2BD1zkIVyfJbDvfnZ-FCy1P3AWoeBbzHkI=446
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fbmgresearch.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_3E0N96NyGbUfZ1Y/1/0100019cc2b8cbae-cc96c8d3-9c64-489a-b230-c84be11746c3-000000/iM2mawbmC5t0qf9QDKcr8ccGLCrUNxs5n0EYvNjWJ5M=447
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fbmgresearch.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_3E0N96NyGbUfZ1Y/1/0100019cc2b8cbae-cc96c8d3-9c64-489a-b230-c84be11746c3-000000/iM2mawbmC5t0qf9QDKcr8ccGLCrUNxs5n0EYvNjWJ5M=447
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fbmgresearch.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_5pPvah6KW95wxi6/1/0100019cc2b8cbae-cc96c8d3-9c64-489a-b230-c84be11746c3-000000/irboF80mhbdYeDbDXn4kFDT7ede8FMz7y1iB3nIg97I=447
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fbmgresearch.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_5pPvah6KW95wxi6/1/0100019cc2b8cbae-cc96c8d3-9c64-489a-b230-c84be11746c3-000000/irboF80mhbdYeDbDXn4kFDT7ede8FMz7y1iB3nIg97I=447
mailto:BSR.Research@veriangroup.com
mailto:BSR.Research@veriangroup.com


Building Safety Updates

Construction Products Safety

Alongside the annual report, the Ministry of Housing, Communities 

and Local Government (MHCLG) has published a Construction 

Products Reform White Paper, setting out system‐wide reforms to 

strengthen the regulatory framework for construction products. 

These include a new licensing regime for testing and certification 

bodies, new requirements for product information and 

transparency, and greater enforcement powers for the national 

construction products regulator.

In addition, the BSI has developed PAS 2000 ‐ Bringing Safe 

Products to Market, which sets out a framework for manufacturers 

to demonstrate that they have taken all reasonable steps to 

ensure their products are safe for their intended uses. Members 

can book a place at the launch event in London next Tuesday 10 

March from 9:30am ‐ 11:30am.

Annual Report on Grenfell Tower Inquiry Published

The Government has published its first annual report following the 

Grenfell Tower Inquiry, which details the progress that has been 

made on implementing the 58 recommendations in the 

Inquiry’s final report and sets out milestones and plans for the 

year ahead. It confirms that 12 recommendations have been 

completed, including two from the Phase 1 report, with 70% 

expected to be closed by the end of 2026.

https://builduk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43de7616c0d926d08752d5488&id=19512e9187&e=0552bbff0b
https://builduk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43de7616c0d926d08752d5488&id=19512e9187&e=0552bbff0b
https://builduk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43de7616c0d926d08752d5488&id=7975458507&e=0552bbff0b
https://builduk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43de7616c0d926d08752d5488&id=7975458507&e=0552bbff0b
https://builduk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43de7616c0d926d08752d5488&id=7975458507&e=0552bbff0b
https://builduk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43de7616c0d926d08752d5488&id=7975458507&e=0552bbff0b
https://builduk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43de7616c0d926d08752d5488&id=66e294fa9c&e=0552bbff0b
https://builduk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43de7616c0d926d08752d5488&id=134f9c20ff&e=0552bbff0b
https://builduk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43de7616c0d926d08752d5488&id=f323fdc97b&e=0552bbff0b


CITB – Funding Update
CITB has announced how in‐scope employers can access funding for training from 1 April 2026, which will be 

dependent on the size of organisation. This follows CITB’s decision last month to stop taking new bookings through 

its Employers Networks for training to be delivered before 1 April as this year’s budget has already been fully 

committed.

Micro to medium sized employers will be able to book training through Employer Networks at 50% match funding or a 

fixed contribution for health and safety courses. The funding available will be capped based on employer size: micro ‐ 
£1,500, small ‐ £2,000, and medium ‐ £4,500. Large employers will no longer be able to access funding through 

Employer Networks and will instead be eligible for a new Large Employer Fund. For the financial year 2026/27, this 

will provide £18,000 to spend on any in‐scope training, paid on a training plan or receipt of evidence of training.

All employers, regardless of size, will also still be able to access apprenticeship grants, Travel to 

Train, qualification grants, short course grants for certain specialist courses, and the Industry Impact Fund. 

Members of the CITB Executive Management Team are meeting with Contractor members on Thursday 26 March to 

provide further information on how funding will be managed going forward, and your nominated Skills representative 

should have received the details directly. 

https://builduk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43de7616c0d926d08752d5488&id=e9847a414c&e=0552bbff0b
https://builduk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43de7616c0d926d08752d5488&id=609c7d9659&e=0552bbff0b
https://builduk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43de7616c0d926d08752d5488&id=cfbbf44fd0&e=0552bbff0b
https://builduk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43de7616c0d926d08752d5488&id=bc5e7ab5cb&e=0552bbff0b
https://builduk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43de7616c0d926d08752d5488&id=bc5e7ab5cb&e=0552bbff0b
https://builduk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43de7616c0d926d08752d5488&id=3c6dd0a5a6&e=0552bbff0b
https://builduk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43de7616c0d926d08752d5488&id=dbd20718f1&e=0552bbff0b
https://builduk.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=43de7616c0d926d08752d5488&id=ea8f488c8a&e=0552bbff0b


March Updates
Drivers and Employers are liable

Make sure your drivers have the knowledge they need.

Driving is for most people the most dangerous activity they can 

do. It should go without saying that any load on your vehicle must 

be both legal – in other words, not overloaded – and secure.

And remember, ‘load’ refers to anything being carried, including 

any tools or materials for use by the driver as part of their role – 

such as an engineer, for example.

Download resources here

Fleet Safety Focus – Your Monthly Update

Safe Loading

Your monthly Driving for Better Business Fleet Update in 

collaboration with the National Highways Commercial Vehicle 

Incident Prevention Team

https://d15m2w04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/DN+113/d15M2W04/VX27k17XnfMZW8nS2Mj26CxFKW2qd3df5L9R24MZjDVC5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3mlW1nP578365bS4W8FckDq9fgZLfW1J9TFw7dlGdTW5YYS2Z6cL8zZW7N8TH06z-mYPN68F5fQ26Nr4N6fQz8nDl-Z4W22Jck25yrM9rW5XZ7kz7xLtFmW3Z_JCv2bYzX2W7dHGFz4-wW81W7lP18_9cfyPhN6J5ft1xqL81W5Q_ltc16CYYSW7_Sr0d6dB0MRN1jnxz1MRYvyN8V5rrcts-YqW2pDRS55dGyDZW1Lh0f41zdZyKVV8zpk4vBfCFVS2dfr8LyLxsW7YdKNM5yHQ4mW7kSQnK60grnnW1Y8Hqb2hj0_tW8PVxY07h3ZzbV3dC1T2FmSZJN8zLd4jx6hdTN56rSHZW9nDMW42nXj32PsC6FW1xpBLJ3kxyCYW7Zv6c948RCGfW129Xzc6ZlQs3W3Gp9T02x7MDRW3m-Hw91BnWnjf52T-1P04
https://d15m2w04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/DN+113/d15M2W04/VX27k17XnfMZW8nS2Mj26CxFKW2qd3df5L9R24MZjDVC5nXHCW5BWr2F6lZ3pSW7R7Jdv7CDqwxW8Wx6775Gx9PGN8s04tygS8GtW38hB3Z4CkmztW41SKSS8Ljn3XN8cjfJHYb7fZW8BwzDC9lsCTgW1GVzMB2h932TW5blKFr2sTxFsW38J-S0829sHQW8fBN9x3qQjXGN8t8jRZPr35HW6Q3dLv4M-DQ4W7NJ78f8-9lYrW3mFt0v3lCG9bMxxfzT-rp5BW76_tcS7vVP67W6fGxj370dMbdN5mp5ZXHbBFNW7-096H5fP5fkW2B92Yj2xXkkGW6jb7Fx8JfXD-W8Yh9g34Pq8mwW3ZZ3v81fQ0XKW5z03yc4yzGKcVC9qTV61MzPRW8S8rJD3b_W4mW8f-Yp31wk3q7W7r7Yj71J2xjfW268wlV38JbsGV9nB6G1R5JvZW2YSBP_5d9WXVW4CtR623HYyfXVc1cFG5C1_Bpf5pBP7604
https://www.drivingforbetterbusiness.com/fleet-safety-focus-monthly-update/safe-loading/


Partner Update

Updated "It's in your hands" campaign relaunches to tackle preventable work-related skin disease across the UK

The British Safety Industry Federation (BSIF),  announces the 2026 relaunch of the It's in your hands campaign-an expanded, updated initiative aimed at reducing the 

incidence of work related skin disease and improving workplace health standards nationwide. Developed through the BSIF's Special Interest Group the campaign has 

been designed to provide information on how to keep safe whilst at work.

Work related skin disease (WRSD) remains one of the most common yet preventable occupational health issues in the UK. Dermatitis alone accounts for more than 

70% of WRSD cases and continues to impact thousands of workers every year-often causing long term pain, lost income, career changes, and significant employer 

costs in sickness absence, retraining and compensation. Despite this, most cases can be avoided through simple, practical control measures.

The updated campaign highlights three major areas of preventable harm:

• Work related dermatitis, often caused by chemical exposure, repeated wet work, friction or contaminated surfaces.

• Skin exposure to hazardous substances, including irritants, sensitisers, carcinogens and corrosives.

• UV related skin cancer risks, particularly for outdoor workers and professional drivers.

Central to the campaign is the principle of Safe Working Distance (SWD)-a structured approach to reducing direct skin contact 

with hazardous agents through elimination, substitution, engineering controls, improved work practices and, where necessary, 

appropriate personal protective equipment.

You can download the It's in your hands campaign here:

It's in your hands Campaign

https://bsif.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Its-in-your-hands.pdf


2026 Programme of 

Events

Monthly meetings take place on the second 

Monday of each month starting at 1:30.

2026 Dates for your Diary

12 Jan: Driver Safety- Driving for Better 

Business and D4Drivers

9 Feb: Free Training Session – CDM 

Refresher

9 Feb:  Environment – Social Value – 

Baynel Consultancy and Waste 

Management – Biffa

25 Feb WWT – Mental Health and Wellbeing

9 March: Construction Matters – HS2

13 April: AGM and Hugh Maxwell - Lessons 

learned on Baltic Sea Project and 

Chair Q&A

11 May: Behavioral Safety – Craig 

Jackson and Steve Warwood - UCB

8 Jun: Thorlux Factory Visit

14 Sep: Legal Update

12 Oct: Construction Matters – Panel 

Discussion

9 Nov: Health

14 Dec: 2025 BHSEA Awards



8th June 2026 | 09.30 – 15.00 

Redditch

Thorlux Lighting Factory Visit

Factory Visit
REGISTER NOW

We’re delighted to invite members to join us on 8th June 2026 for an 
exclusive behind-the-scenes visit to Thorlux Lighting.

This will be a highly interactive and engaging day, with attendees 
rotating through five informative sessions. Each session is designed to 
educate, inform and surprise, giving us a real insight into innovation, 
sustainability and manufacturing excellence.

We are limited to 42 spaces, so early booking is essential. A waiting list 
will be set up.

https://www.bhsea.org.uk/events/thorlux-factory-visit


13 April 2026 | 13.30 – 16.00

AGM and Hugh Maxwell - Lessons 

learned on Baltic Sea Project

NEXT EVENT
REGISTER NOW

Programme

Introduction

AGM 

Hugh Maxwell

Chair Q&A

https://www.bhsea.org.uk/events/agm-and-lessons-learned-on-baltic-sea-project
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